Sheriff Ashe &
Nelly DeCarvalho
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By Basil Tsagaris

he Counselor & Teacher Appreciation Day Ceremony held on October 21st, 2015 recognized the
outstanding work done by the Department’s counselors
and teachers, highlighting their skills and contributions
toward positively impacting the offenders. The key note
speaker was Larry Lamb, an AISS mentor.
During the ceremony a “drum circle” was demonstrated,
and led by Lorna Edgar, a Pre Release Correctional
Counselor, and Maureen Marotte, a WMCAC Nursing
Supervisor. The drum circle had approximately 24 staff
volunteers from the overall Department participating.

Jean Robbins

Dani Paige

As a form of music therapy, the Department utilizes drum
circles, at PRC and WMCAC, as a mindfulness practice that
is useful in the recovery process. It encourages the need for
one to stay present and focused, being aware moment to
moment, a tenant of mindfulness meditation, in order to
keep the rhythm.
Drum circles have shown to have positive physical and
emotional effects such as stress reduction, improved mood,
decreased anxiety, an increase in teamwork/cooperation,
increase in healthy connection to others, and is proven to
lower blood pressure.
Continued page 6
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SHERIFF ASHE APPOINTS NEW MENTORS

ne of the most valuable assets any new correctional employee can rely upon is the experience and
know-how of veteran staff. We all want to be all we can be. Mentors are those special people in
our lives who, through their deeds and work, help us to be all we can be.
Sheriff Ashe believes mentoring is a fundamental form of human development in which one person
invests time, energy, and personal know-how in assisting the growth and ability of another person. It is a
relationship that is built on trust in which a person with greater experience, expertise and wisdom
counsels, teaches, guides and helps another person to develop both personally and professionally.
This past winter, newly appointed mentors were trained and given the tools necessary to effectively
influence and mentor new and impressionable staff. They were awarded certificates of completion upon
the conclusion of their training.
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FRIDAY

HAMPDEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT’S

NOV 6, 2015

ACADEMY GRADUATION

WESTERN
MASSACHUSTTES
COUNTIES
CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS’
CLASS #37

T

he twenty six graduates (22 Hampden County and 4 Berkshire County) honored at the 37th
W.M.C.C.O.C. Academy Graduation, conducted on Friday, November 6, 2015, believed in the
motto: “True to Each Other, Rise Above All, Class 37 Stands Tall.”
Captain John Hale spoke on behalf of the Sheriff. He welcomed the guests and inspired and motivated
the class to obtain great things. He reminded them that they were a select group who were rigorously
processed and vetted during the Department’s hiring process by a video test, physical fitness test, three
rounds of interviews and a demanding academy/academic curriculum.
The graduation Processional was played by the Springfield Kiltie Band; the Posting of Colors was
conducted by our Honor Guard and National Anthem sung by Recruit Mei-Ling Polanco-Diaz. In
addition, Captain Karen Pitts conducted the Welcome & Salutation and ADS James Gill, the Invocation.
The Oath of Office was performed by Attorney Theresa Finnegan. The academy cadre included: Captain
Karen Pitts, Sergeant Mark Ouimet, and Corporal Joseph Celetti. Presentations were also made by
Berkshire County’s Sheriff Thomas N. Bowler and A.D.S. Thomas Grady. Jorge Badillo, the class
president, conducted the Class Address.
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“TRUE TO EACH OTHER, RISE ABOVE ALL,
CLASS 37 STANDS TALL.”
Also, attending the Ceremony was Lt. Col. Anthony Almeida, formerly the 1st Battalion, 65th
Infantry Regiment commander, and now the commander of the Armed Forces Reserve Center.
The Class academic average was 93.8%, with Vincent Daponte, holding a GPA of 98, being awarded the
Academic Award by Cpl. Celetti. The Sheriff’s Award was presented by Sgt. Mark Ouimet to Kevin Cook
for demonstrating continuous dedication, professionalism and leadership throughout the academy.
The recruits received 320 hours of required academic courses. They were then tested on the material that
they were taught from the previous week. The class took 11 academic exams. Some of the material that
they were tested on included: Firearms, Use of Force, Oleoresin Capsicum, Defensive Tactics, CPR, First
Aid, Suicide Prevention, Counseling Techniques, and PREA.
As a part of their community service, Class #37 made a donation to Margaret’s Pantry in Holyoke, MA.
A number of graduates had their badges pinned to their uniforms by family members who serve(d) at the
local, county, state or federal level, including the military.
Fitness Department Staff, Kathy Bergdoll and Joel Berenson, presented the Physical Fitness Awards.
Mei-Ling Polanco-Diaz (83.3%)
Sit-Ups-53
Push-Ups-55
1.5 Mile Run 13:32

Daniel Lebron

Joel
Berenson

Mei-Ling
Polanco-Diaz

1st Squad
Dalila Navarro *
Jorge Badillo †
Jakub Bartnik
Jake Belanger
Laurent Humes
Daniel Covington
Anthony Marino
Amy Lantigua-Fuentes

Daniel Lebron (90.8%)
Sit-Ups-58
Push-Ups-76
1.5 Mile Run 8:51

2nd Squad
James Bourque *
Mei-Ling PolancoDiaz ◊
Andrew Siano
Warren Tanguay
James Santamaria
Charllee Sanchez

“… I was working four jobs to
pay my car payment and a lot of
student loans… I was sleeping
in my truck in a parking lot; I
enrolled back to school to get
my Master’s Degree… Long
story short it has been more
than one year since I moved in
with my adopted grandmother
and she turned my whole life
around… She is the only family
I have, even though we are not
blood relatives… She motivated
me every day to do my best at
the Academy… I succeeded…
Thank you!”

3rd Squad
Kevin Cook *
Juan Rodriguez
Derek Kareta
Amadeus Durchanek
Joseph Budnick
Laymaris Ortiz ∆

~ Daniel Lebron

4th Squad
Jose Gonzalez *
Raymond Stevens
David Carusotto
Vincent Daponte $
Cedrick Giberson
Daniel Lebron

† Class President
* Squad Leader
◊ Vice President
$ Treasurer
∆ Secretary
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John ‘Jack’ Fitzgerald

Excellence in Counseling Award

Continued from Page 2

Superintendents were requested to nominate
one person from their department that meets
the following prerequisites:
 The nominee should exceed the typical
demands of her/his professional role
 The nominee should have 5 years of
experience with the HCSD
 The nominee should be in a non-supervisory
and non-uniform treatment role (Clinician,
Counselor, or Lead Counselor)
Donna
 The nominee should have maintained a
Aracelis Fargas
Bernardi-Agnes
satisfactory attendance/ performance
evaluation record
 Additionally, the nominee must have met five or more of the “leadership-style contributions” award
criteria that was outlined in the request for submissions.
This year’s deserving recipient was Aracelis Fargas. She has been employed by our Department for over 8
years and is a Correctional Counselor at WMCAC. She was identified as the primary counselor who works
with residents who have serious mental health concerns. She is working on her master’s degree in the
Counseling Psychology Program at Westfield.

William Toller

Compassionate Hero Award

Much like the John ‘Jack’ Fitzgerald award, the nominees for the William Toller
Compassionate Hero Award should have exceeded the typical demands of her/his
professional role but only needed to have a minimum of 3 years of experience with
the Sheriff’s Department. The nominee should be in a non-supervisory treatment role (Clinician,
Counselor, Lead Counselor, Case Manager, Case Worker, CCW, teacher, etc.) and had maintained a
satisfactory attendance/ performance evaluation record.
This year’s commendable recipients were Yolanda Bowman and Daniel Cavanaugh

Yolanda
Bowman

Dan Cavanaugh
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Professional Excellence Award
The Hampden County Sheriff’s Department values and
honors those who consistently embody the principles
and actions of effective change agents. Therefore, we
are pleased to bestow the Professional Excellence Award
to honor correctional human service professionals for the excellence in the work they do.
Again, the Superintendents were requested to nominate one person from their department, who meets the
criteria for the John ‘Jack’ Fitzgerald Excellence in Counseling Award and the William Toller
Compassionate Hero Award.
One individual from each site/area who were nominated by
their area Superintendent for these awards, were eligible to
receive a Professional Excellence Award at the Counselor and
Teacher Appreciation Day Ceremony.
This year’s worthy
recipients were
Brian Adamczyk and
Tyrone Dawkins. 

Tyrone
Dawkins

Jim
Kelleher

Brian
Adamczyk

n Wednesday May 4, 2016
Sheriff Ashe was honored
at the Women’s Correctional
Center by the WCC staff with a light-hearted skit, a spin-off of the old TV game show “To Tell the Truth.”
The tribute, starring Corporal Brian P. Murphy as the host, featured Lieutenants James Brown and
Michael Vancini as Sheriff Ashe imposters. Both lieutenants donned a mask that bore the Sheriff’s likeness
as they participated in the humorous parody. In the next issue of the Correctional Post, we will cover the
full story and feature the deserving award
recipients of National Correctional Officers’
Week.

DURING WCC CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS WEEK CEREMONY
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orrectional Caseworker/Corporal Patrick Moriarty, who is assigned to our Specialized Housing
Unit at the Main Institution on the day shift, has been with the Department since 1995. His
duties include security, caseload, and program responsibilities.
Pat is entering his 11th year as varsity head coach at Cathedral High School; and began coaching
freshman baseball for the Panthers in 1996. He was promoted to junior varsity coach in 1997. In 1999,
Pat became Cathedral’s varsity assistant baseball coach until 2006, when he became the head baseball
coach. Under Coach Moe, the Cathedral nine have compiled a 144-71 record over the past 10 seasons and
has placed over thirty of his former players into Division 1, 2 and 3 college programs.
Cathedral baseball has qualified for the Division 1 Western
Massachusetts Baseball Tournament in all of Patrick’s ten years.
Cathedral has not missed qualifying for the tournament since 1986.
Patrick credits a very qualified staff of coaches and some very talented
players.

“It is no accident that Cathedral
has won many close games this
year, mainly due to the excellent
coaching of Pat Moriarty and his
staff.”
~ Alfredo DiLascia, Image News Service
By Basil Tsagaris

Pat’s love affair with baseball and his sport’s accomplishments began as a youngster:







Union News Baseball Tournament MVP as a 12 year old
Was a shortstop on his U13 team that won states and went to the New England Tournament in
St. Johnsbury, Vermont
2 time Springfield Republican All Western Mass. baseball at Cathedral
3 time Springfield Republican All Western Mass. hockey at Cathedral
1991 recipient of the Amo Bessone Award given to the best high school
hockey player in Western Mass.
Played baseball and hockey at AIC

Pat’s sister, Christine Moriarty, works in our Human Resource Department as a
Human Resource Assistant and has been with the Department since 1991.

Patrick Moriarty
Circa 1991
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ergeant Harry Hill is assigned
to Davis Tower; and has been
employed by the Department
since 1999.
In 1986, he graduated from the U.S.
Navy boot camp and was assigned to
the San Diego based aircraft carrier
USS Ranger (CV-61), a Forrestal-class
supercarrier, with the distinction of
being the first U.S. carrier constructed
(not retrofitted) in the 1950’s as an
angled deck ship, in order to facilitate
jet takeoffs and landings. He was
assigned to this carrier for 4 ½ years.

By Basil Tsagaris

After reenlisting for 3 more years,
Harry was transferred to Naval Special Warfare Center where he maintained and operated small crafts in
support of Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (B.U.D.S.), Navy SEALs in training. There he became a
certified Surface Warfare Combatant Craft Crewman (SWCC) pronounced “swick”, and nicknamed: “Boat
Guys”, with a motto of “ON TIME! ON TARGET! NEVER QUIT!”
Reenlisting again for 5 years, Harry was transferred to Special Boat
Unit-12, and the Naval Amphibious Base in San Diego, California:
where he operated small high speed crafts in support of the Navy
SEAL teams 1, 3, and 5.
Consistent with the Navy’s saying of “Protecting America the World
Over”, Harry’s overseas deployments included: Okinawa, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Jordan, Hawaii, Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Subic Bay
Philippines, Guam, and Australia.
Harry has also enjoyed his varied assignments with the Sheriff’s Department
where, according to Harry, he has “…met and worked with some amazing people
from all aspects of life.”
From 2002-2008 he was assigned as a drill instructor to the Substance Abuse Unit’s Basic Life Skills
training (Boot camp). He completed the Tactical
Response Team (TRT) academy in 2007, and the
Apprehension Team training in 2008. This past
winter, he was promoted to Sergeant.
Since 2011 Harry has been coaching semi-pro
tackle football in Hartford CT, for the New
England Nightmare, as a defensive line coach; he
also spent 3 years coaching the Springfield
Longhorns Pop Warner youth football, 12-15 years
old, where his team won the Central Mass Super
Bowl all 3 years; and since 1999, Harry has
volunteered at R.L. Putnam High School, (where
he graduated from in 1985), and is the Assistant
Wrestling Coach for Head Coach, Primary Captain
David Alvarado.
Harry has enjoyed giving back to the community,
and sharing his skills and “never quit” discipline,
which he has learned over the years while serving
in the Navy and our Department. 

Coach Harry Hill seen
congratulating a Putnam wrestler
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r. Leslie Fenn is the psychiatrist who the Sheriff hired in 2013. She has practiced Internal
Medicine and Psychiatry for 37 years.
Before medical school, Dr. Fenn served for three years in the Peace Corps in the Kingdom of Tonga, a
South Pacific island group. She taught science and biology and wrote a document for the University of
the South Pacific to help identify local reef organisms.
Dr. Fenn had wanted to become a doctor for many years, and her time in the Peace Corps helped to
solidify the plan.
Dr. Fenn received her MD from Virginia Commonwealth University. She went on to train as a Primary
Care Physician at a small Harvard hospital in Cambridge, MA. Her practice in a Dorchester Health Center
offered considerable variety and increased her interest in social justice. While practicing Internal
Medicine, her work with patients taught her that strong emotions can cause big problems for anyone who
does not know how to tolerate and regulate them. In fact, it seemed that emotions, stress and mental
illness were causing many physical problems and vice versa. There are genetic and environmental factors
that influence these matters and treating thoughts, attitudes, and emotional reactions can actually change
the brain in positive ways.

Helping People to be Healthy

Dr. Fenn and Sheriff Ashe share a moment during
the Counselor & Teacher Appreciation ceremony

By Basil Tsagaris
This led Dr. Fenn to begin studying psychotherapy in the
Advanced Training Program in Psychotherapy at the
Boston Psychoanalytic Institute. She practiced for 10
years and during that time also studied meditation. She
spent four Januarys on retreat in an ashram in India.
While in India she had the privilege of serving on the
“hospital bus” that visited near-by villages several times a
week to offer free medical care (as pictured left). Her
respect for the kindness and resilience of the people of
Maharashtra remains enormous.
After those years practicing psychotherapy, it became
clear that a second residency in Psychiatry was the right thing to do. So, at the age of 50, she began the
Psychiatry residency program at UMass. She served as Chief Resident in Consult-Liaison Psychiatry
during her third year. Forensic psychiatry was a fairly significant part of the program because of the
Mass 123 statutes which contain Sections 12, 18, 35 and others well known to staff in the jail. In
addition, she was chosen from among her colleagues to join a team put together by the Mass. Chief
Medical Examiner to teach police officers from many communities about de-escalation, symptoms of
mental illness, and maintaining the safety of people in custody.
Continued page 14
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Name:
Rank:
Location:
Shift:
Year Hired:
Motto:

Maurice Nichols
Corporal
Main Institution/Davis Tower
Days
2000
“Work as a team - I feel that in this line of work
we as correctional officers should work together,
have respect for one another, and support one
another in the work place.”
Favorite Pastime:
Listening to and making music
Favorite Sport:
Basketball

HAMPDEN

hy adopt or foster a pet? In case "Because
it's the right thing to do" isn't enough,
according to the Humane Society of the
United States, 2.7 million adoptable dogs and cats
are euthanized each year in the U.S., simply because too many pets
come into shelters and too few people adopt.

COUNTY
STAFF

Rescue dogs and cats are intelligent, emotional beings who deserve a chance
at a long, happy life, and the rewards you get from rescuing are far
greater than buying a dog.

And what about fostering? Dogs fostered into homes after they have
spent several weeks or months at the shelter without being adopted now
have the chance to recover from the stress of being kenneled. It also provides
space in the kennel for a new dog. Additionally, the foster volunteer has the opportunity to work with the
dog to correct some of the behavior problems that may have led to the dog's surrender.

“Pearl” Laporte
Great Pyrenees

“Chloe” DuBois
English Setter

I know of only a few of our staff who foster, adopt and/or rescue pets.
IS&T Director Tony Bryant and PRC Shift Supervisor Jonathan Laporte
were kind enough to share pictures of dogs they either rescued or
fostered. Tony Bryant continually opens his home and fosters Greyhounds and is a member of Greyhound
Options, Inc., (GO).
No one needs to see another selfie - unless
it’s a selfie of you with
the adorable dog or cat
you just adopted, like
the hero you are! So
share your photos!
It’s been said the dogs
rescue us, not the other
way around.
Pictured right is Tony
giving a pooch a smooch
- or maybe the other
way around - at the Puppy Farm in Pomfret, CT. 
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2015 Serving Since Pin Recipients
On Tuesday, December 1st, 2015 Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr. presented a 5 year service pin to all nonuniform staff who have been employees with the Sheriff’s Department since 2010.
Name
Rachel Akray
Patricia Alexander
Amanda Graziano
Thomas Hegarty
Maria Lewis
Donald Zucco

Title/Rank/Desc.

Department

Medical Support Staff
ESL Instructor
ABE Instructor-Grant
Sub. Abuse Education Supervisor
Counselor
Consultant

Health Services MI
Education Department MI
Education Department MI
Education Department WMCAC
Substance Abuse Unit MI
Classification MI

Y

ork Street Industries, managed by Mike
Mastriani, is the correctional industry of the
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department. It
was established in 1986 through the vision of Sheriff
Ashe, staff, and a team of supporters from the local
community. In fact, it has become a national leader
in Jail Industries programs.

Maintaining
a Legacy of

Quality Work

However, there were technical/legal hurdles that the
Sheriff and the committee had to overcome to make
this project happen. At the time, April 18, 1985, the
Sheriff said: “We’re breaking new ground here.”
On December 17th, 1985, Governor Michael S.
Dukakis declared “An Act Authorizing Hampden
County to Borrow Funds and Provide a “Guaranty
for Funds” to fund the Jail Industry Program for
Hampden County.”
Since then, incredible production and
marketing strides have been made through
the dedicated work of varied staff,
including Chris Thorington.

Barbados is a sovereign island country in the Lesser Antilles,
technically situated in the Western area of the North Atlantic (the
easternmost Caribbean island) but still considered to be a part of the
Caribbean and a leading tourist destination.

Chris, our Prison Industries
Assistant Shop Instructor,
was born in Barbados.
He also lived in
London. Chris
was hired
in 2011.

It is an island nation like England and is one of the world’s most densely populated
countries. Barbadians are known for their politeness. This has been linked to the
influence of the British. The standard of living on Barbados is one of the highest in the Caribbean.
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Continued
Page 15

Tyrone
UNAPPROACHED
In Gentle Bearing
By Basil Tsagaris

B

orrowing from classical literature,
“Don Quixote” by Cervantes, one who knows
Tyrone as I do could say of him: “…unrivaled in wit, unequaled in courtesy, unapproached in gentle
bearing, a phoenix in friendship…”
From 2004-2007 Tyrone worked in Special Management with me. He was hired by the Sheriff in 1998 as
a correctional officer and currently serves as a correctional counselor at the Pre-Release Center’s Re-Entry
Unit. He is known to be highly respected by both the staff and the residents that he serves.
Tyrone enjoys the challenges of working with offenders to establish and maintain contacts with
community agencies, and to assist offenders with their reintegration into the community. This can include
securing services such as: employment, housing, mental health and substance abuse care and treatment.
Tyrone also teaches groups to motivate change in offender’s behavior. (The re-entry planning/mapping
process begins on “day one” of the incarceration.)
As the Sheriff has said: “The long term safety of the community is best served by offenders’ going
through…a continuum of lesser security levels…and supported in a gradual re-entry…”
Tyrone is the PRC liaison for the Behavioral Health Re-Entry Task Force which meets on a monthly basis.
Outside of the Department, Tyrone has experience working in the
mental health field as well, with patients that have experienced
brain trauma. He knows how to assist them with their activities of
daily living (ADL’s); and interacts with them in a positive manner
that promotes consistency and caring. He has also worked in the
Education field as a Teacher’s Aide/Residential Counselor.
As part of the Springfield Clinical Support Options Stoplift
Program, Tyrone teaches a class of young adults that have been
arrested for shoplifting. These individuals learn that shoplifting is
not a victimless crime.
Tyrone’s other roles with our Department have included working
at the MI as a correctional officer and at the AISS as a case
manager, where he was assigned high risk clients. In this
capacity, he would use his special skills to build a rapport with
the individuals on his caseload and create a release plan.
Tyrone received the Employee of the Quarter award in 2015. He
is a member of the Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT), and
when he’s not working, he enjoys time spent with his family.
They love to travel, and follow the New England Patriots. 
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Helping People to be Healthy

(Continued
from Page 10)

Several people have mentioned that Dr. Fenn’s
expertise concerning PTSD and Substance Use
Disorders has been a great benefit. Her ability to
separate out these diagnoses from others that were
formerly thought to be psychotic disorders has made
a big difference.
Not only are many patients kept away from
unnecessary medications that have potentially toxic
effects, but they get medications which actually help
them. Dr. Fenn engages patients with compassion,
consistency and without judgment. She doesn’t ask,
“What’s wrong with you?” She asks, “Can you tell me
what happened?”
She has nothing but gratitude for her
job here, all the medical and nonmedical staff, and her time with the
many different people she works with
as they engage in recovery.
In her spare time, Dr. Fenn enjoys
gardening, biking, cooking, walking,
cross-country skiing, singing with a
group, reading, friends, family and
Smoke the cat. 

Hamden County Sheriff’s Department’s Retirements
Since January 2016, 17 staff members entered into retirement after
many years of contributing to the success of the
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department.
On behalf of Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr., and the entire Sheriff’s
Department team, we wish all the best to the retirees and hope all their
retirement dreams come true.

Michelle Chapin

Marcus Hernandez
January 2016
Maryann Leonczyk

Jose Marques

Nick Verteramo

David Russell

Craig Thomas

John Nettis

Peter Signorelli

Virginia Carpenter

Reginald Feazell

Jill Arnett

Steven Meher

Hector Arvelo
January 2016
January 2016

February 2016
February 2016

January 2016

February 2016
February 2016

March 2016

April 2016

Lori Hillman

Barry Telford
January 2016
January 2016

February 2016
March 2016
April 2016

Darron Hillman

April 2016

April 2016
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Maintaining a Legacy of
Quality Work
(Continued from Page 12)

While in both countries
Chris apprenticed, studied
and fine-tuned his expertise
at upholstering furniture
while working in his family’s
highly regarded businesses.

Chris in the lead while professionally
racing for the national team in
Barbados.

As a youngster Chris was taught by his parents to be industrious and
learned that you can tell a lot about a person’s character by the quality
of their work/product. (On page 12, the red “side chair” under the
magnifying glass is one that Chris reupholstered and restored.)
Chris has been described as “hard working, highly motivated,
conscientious, and takes personal responsibility for every product that
leaves the shop.”

Christopher A. Thorington

These instilled skills and traits have given Chris the know-how to
reconfigure the M.I. production layout in our prison industry shop,
contributing to safety and efficiency on the production floor.

In addition, upholstery, under Chris, has expanded to two locations,
including the Main Institution and to Jackson Street in Holyoke, which showcases our transitional work
program.
Although Chris spends the majority of his time in Ludlow, he assures the quality of the Holyoke products.
The program in Holyoke gives our pre-release and post-release individuals a chance to continue working
on the same type of work they were doing while incarcerated.
Chris enjoys watching and playing cricket. Cricket is the most popular sport on Barbados. Some say it is
like a national religion. Chris also enjoys soccer and bicycle racing. 

Employee Activities Committee’s Upcoming Events
June 4, 2016
June 17, 2016
American Cancer Society
Cirque Du Soleil
Relay for Life
XL Center Hartford
June 23, 2016
September 16, 2016
Hartford Yard Goats Baseball
Employee Golf Tournament
July 3, 2016
James Taylor ~ Tanglewood
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Our Coaches

hen they’re not working their day, evening or overnight shifts impacting the community as
correctional professionals of the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department, these fine ladies
and gentleman of our department set aside their badges and uniforms and are out positively
influencing the youth in our communities as coaches and mentors.
Whether it is baseball, basketball, football, lacrosse, soccer, hockey, wrestling, even karate, these
coaches who are employed by the Sheriff’s Department spend their waking hours teaching their
specialties and skills of their sport. But more importantly, they are teaching life skills.

Here are some of our many coaches:
Officer Yonalvy Acosta - Volleyball
P. Capt. Dave Alvarado - Wrestling
Cpl. Norman Bates - Baseball
Lt. James Brown - Baseball
ADS John Brown - Baseball
Mgr. Ed Caisse - Basketball
R/S Kyle Callini - Basketball & Baseball
Cpl. Larry Camus - Hockey
Cpl. Damien Cherry - Baseball
Supvr. Frank Chlastawa - Lacrosse
AS Nick Cocchi - Hockey
Counselor Patrick Devine - Baseball
Counselor Pat Dooney - Baseball
Officer Jason Fay - Basketball
1st R/S Mark Gingras - Basketball
R/S Carlito Gonzalez - Basketball
Sgt. Harry Hill - Wrestling & Football
Dir. Sally Johnson VanWright - Martial Arts
Officer Mark Kornacki - Soccer
Officer Christopher Kuhn - Baseball
Counselor Richard Lafley - Hockey

R/S Kyle LaTorra - Martial Arts
Officer Benjamin Mann - Basketball
R/S Gabriel Martinez - Basketball
Rich McCarthy - Basketball
Counselor Nick Melikian - Hockey
Supvr. Keith Messier - Soccer
Officer Gavin Miller - Basketball
Sgt. Belitza Morales - Baseball
Cpl. Pat Moriarty - Baseball
Counselor Luis Reyes - Baseball
Officer Juan Rodriguez - Basketball
Supvr. Matt Roman - Basketball & Soccer
Supvr. Tom Rondeau - Boxing
Cpl. Claud Salomao - Basketball
Maint. CO James Santamaria - Hockey
Officer Antonio Santos - Soccer
Counselor Rafael Santos - Basketball
Michael Southerland - Hockey & Lacrosse
Cpl. Donnie Washington - Baseball
Counselor Melissa Washington - Baseball
Dave Zulkiewicz - Football
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